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Dear Governor Bob Riley: 

 

The Department of Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention, "Children's Trust Fund  is pleased to submit 

to you the 2010 Annual Report of our activities and milestones for the year.  The Department has stra-

tegically attacked some very serious issues in Alabama such as child death in the ( 0-3 )  age demo-

graphic from Abusive Head Trauma ( Shaken Baby ) , and Unsafe Sleeping Environments. 

 

The Fatherhood Project is a partnership between the Department of Child Abuse Prevention  and the 

Department of Human Resources.  We were able to leverage $300,000 in state funds to collect $1.5 

million in unpaid child support, provide work skills training and avoid costly incarceration.  The  

outcome data shows improvement in the relationship between the father and the child ( or children) ,  

as well as the birth mother. 

 

Alabama has the 7th highest incarceration rate in the nation.  In order to break the cycle of  

incarceration the Mentoring Children of Prisoners program was established; over 881 volunteers  

mentored at least one and sometimes two children of prisoners for a commitment of  one year.  For 

every $1 you spend on prevention you save $16 in future intervention costs.    

 

We provide strict oversight of the fiscal management and programmatic content of the programs we 

fund.  Our success is a direct result of the support we receive from the Governor s office, our Board 

of Directors and the Legislature.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Kelley Parris-Barnes, MSM 

Director 
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DEPARTMENT OF CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION  
MISSION STATEMENT 

2009-2010 ANNUAL REPORT  

The Department of Child Abuse Prevention 
secures resources to fund evidence-based 

community programs committed to the  
prevention of child maltreatment; we  

advocate for children and the  
strengthening of families. 
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Representative John Merrill was 
first appointed Chairman  of the Board 
by Governor Bob Riley in 2009 and  
re-appointed in 2011.  For the past 15 
years  Rep. Merrill acted as the  
Director of Community Relations and 
Community Education for the city of  
Northport.  John has served in many 
leadership capacities with Boys and 
Girls Club, Big Brothers Big Sisters, 
March of Dimes and Leadership  
Tuscaloosa to name a few. 

Senator Arthur Orr was appointed to the Board in 2010 by  
Governor Bob Riley.  Arthur is a trustee for the Southern Growth 
Policies Board and was appointed Chairman of the Select  
Commission on High School Dropouts by Gov. Riley.  Arthur was 
recently named Chairman of the Senate General Fund Committee.  
As a Peace Corps volunteer, Arthur taught at village school in  
Nepal and established a college scholarship to help villagers.  
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Governor Bob Riley appointed Nancy  
Buckner as Commissioner of the Department of 
Human Resources in 2008.  Nancy worked with 
the Department for more than 35 years in  
Talladega County and on ñspecial assignmentsò 
as legislative liaison  for six years.  She also 
served as the Child Welfare Administrator for St. 
Clair County for over three years and Calhoun 
County DHR Interim Director with a special  
interest dedicated to the reconstitution of the child 
welfare program.  

Stacie Jenkins was appointed to the 
Board by Governor Bob Riley in 2009 
and re-appointed in 2011.  Stacie is 
the Marshall County Juvenile Proba-
tion Officer Supervisor.  Stacie sits on 
the Board of the Department of Youth 
Services, Marshall County Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence, The  
Marshall County Department of  
Human Resources Quality Assurance 
Committee, and numerous other local 
Boards and committees . 
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Carol Thomas was appointed to the 
Board in 2007 by Governor Bob Riley.  
Carol worked with the Department of  
Human Resources in Elmore County for 
fifteen years as a Child Welfare  
Coordinator and Adoption Recruiter as 
well as a Program Specialist and  
Program Supervisor in the Office of  
Quality Assurance.  Carol has volunteered 
for Friends of Childrenôs Harbor,  
Montgomery Area Family Violence Board 
and served on the Board of the  
Montgomery Junior League. 

Mac Otts was appointed to the 
Board by Governor Bob Riley in 
July 2008.  Mac worked with St. 
Maryôs Home for Children in 
Mobile for ten years as a  
Program Consultant, he  
developed new programs for the 
Homeless and Educational  
Prevention programs for high-
risk students.  Mac served on 
the Alabama State Childrenôs 
Policy Councilôs Advisory  
Committee to the State Board of 
Children First as well and many 
other statewide and local  
committees that address  
services for children at-risk. 
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Ferris Stephens was first appointed to the 
Board by Governor Riley in 2007 and  
re-appointed in 2011.  Ferris serves as  
Assistant Division Chief for the Welfare Fraud 
Division of the Attorney Generalôs Office.  
Ferris has developed policies and drafted 
successful legislation to improve and protect 
the elderly, those diagnosed with a mental 
illness, the incarcerated from being abused 
and child support policy.  

Maury West represents Dr.  
Donald E. Williamson, State 
Health Officer, on the Board.  He 
serves as Deputy Social Work  
Director for Public Health where he 
has worked since 2004.  Maury  
received the Montgomery County 
Foster Parent Association Social 
Worker of the Year in 2003 and the  
Alabama Foster and Adoptive  
Parent Association Foster Care 
Social Worker of the Year in 2004.  
Maury regularly trains on the  
effects of disasters and your  
preparedness to deal with the  
aftermath. 
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